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DESIGN FOR PARK IMPROVEMENT, BY BIRCH BURDETTE LONG 



WOMEN IN MUNICIPAL ART 

The Art and Literature Department of the Woman's Club decided, 
some time since, to undertake as its permanent work such effort 
toward the beautification of Chicago as seemed from time to time 
possible and practicable. 

As a first step in this direction, it availed itself of the opportunity 
offered by the Architectural Club in a recent competition. 

In this competition a prize was offered for the most acceptable 
design for the embellishment of the small triangular park bounded 
by North State and Rush Streets, opposite Bellevue Place. 

The design submitted by Mr. Birch Burdette Long, and shown 
in the accompanying illustration, was accepted by the department, the 
originality of the design and its freedom from unrelated precedent 
especially recommending it to the committee. 

The cooperation of the city in planting and maintaining such 
shrubs, trees, and vines as are necessary to the completion of the idea 
has been secured, and it is the intention to start the work of construc- 
tion soon. 

It is the belief of the Woman's Club that the success of this 
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initial effort toward the establishment and maintenance pf beautiful 
small parks will be but the first step toward similar work in more 
densely populated districts, and that it will furnish an inspiring object- 
lesson and a precedent for further accomplishment along such lines. 

To make a charming garden spot surrounding the well-designed 
shelter, and to accomplish this end for a comparatively small sum, 
will be evidence to every passer-by of the feasibility and great desir- 
ability of more such oases in the civic desert. It is this greater 
object that the Woman's Club hopes to reach by means of this first 
experiment, and the generous response of the Architectural Club 
in placing the results of the competition at its disposal is heartily 
appreciated. 

It is hoped, in addition to the inspiration toward further effort 
of this kind which this venture will afford, that it may also establish 
a precedent for cooperation between different societies which shall 
result in further benefit to the public. The study of concrete civic 
problems and the effort toward their solution by such societies as the 
Architectural Club gives much hope and promise for better things 
in the future history of Chicago. Lucy Fitch Perkins. 




